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ﬁacfd in.the officé to u-hi’éh_ht}' was cn"‘ti}_!gd,“faij.d .We can®
sct doubt the power of the legislature to place him there,

Ifupon e_nthiryz it had beég found that the duty imposed -
upon a judicial officer of .deciding upon 1he sufiiciency. of
ke bond of a Sheriff élect, had been negligently excrcised.
shat'officer” ought lo be censured by someaction of the le-"
gislature, or if ‘capricicasly or corruptly he ought to be im-.
pached. ..~ L \ | D
‘And if such consequences cught to follow, shall it be
wid that the legislature. of Maryland, wil] not erquiie into
acomplaiut gravely made to. them, while setting as the
gand inquest of - the State; if the. legislature recognizes
sch a“principle, there is an end {0 all - responsibility; and
piblic agents become the mast rs of the peaple—you niay
boast of your freedom, but it is gone, and caprice, preju-
ice, or malice; may ‘become without fear of question or
uishment, the sole rule of action in public officers, - N
The undersigned have therefore felt bopnd in the dis-
hige ot the duty they owe to the petitioner, (o the house,
tir constituents;, and themselves, to present these views
tlrge, and warn the house of the dangerous consequences
ikely to follow the decision of (he majority if sustained.
dTbey”therefore recommend thie adoption of the-following
rder; : :
Ordered, That the committee on grievances and courts of
ilice, enquire into the truth of the allegations contained
the petition of James Clarke,and for that purpose b
horised and directed to send for persons and papers.

~ All which is respectfully submitled,

- ST 1. .D. Maulsby;

C.McLean,



